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The aims of the Society arc: 
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(d) to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere all persons interested in 
entomology. 


MEETINGS 

The Society's meetings arc held at Clunics Ross House, National Science Centre, 191 Royal 
Parade, Parkvillc, Victoria, at 8 p.m on the third Friday of even months, with the possible 
exception of the December meeting which may be held earlier Lectures by guest speakers or 
members are a feature of many meetings at which there is ample opportunity for informal 
discussion between members with similar interests Forums arc also conducted by members on 
their own particular interest so that others may participate in discussions. 
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$20.00 

Country Member 

$16.00 

Student Member 

$1200 

Associate Member 

$5.00 


(Over 100 km from GPO Melbourne) 
(No News Bulletin) 


No additional fee is payable for overseas posting by surface mail of the news bulletin Associate 
Members, resident at the same address as, and being immediate relatives of an ordinary Member, 
do not automatically' receive the Society's publications but in all other respects rank as ordinary 
Members. 


Cover design by Alan Hyman. 

Cover illustration of Magpie Moth or Scnccio Moth larvae, Nyctemera arnica 
by Cait Symington. 


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 17 JUNE 1994 


The President, P. Carwardinc, opened the meeting at 8.05 p m. 


Present: 

D Dobrosak, 1. Endersby, A. & E. Famworth, E. & P. Grey, C. Herd, 
C. Meehan, D. Meehan, T. New, D. & N. Stewart, K. Walker. 

Apologies: 

M. Hunting, P. Median. 


The President introduced the speaker, Ms Pam Clunic (Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources) to talk on "Action Statements under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act'. Her talk 
provoked considerable discussion on the functioning of the Act and how the Society might 
participate in practical conservation of invertebrates. A vote of thanks was proposed by P. 
Carwardinc. 


Minutes: 

Minutes of the 1993 Annual General Meeting [ Victorian Entomologist 
23(4): 69-71| were passed. (Endersby/Dobrosak). 

Correspondence: 

1 Endersby tabled a letter informing the Society that Clunies Ross 
House is in the process of being sold, and will not be available for 
meetings after the next few months. Received (Wa!kcr/D. Stewart). 


Treasurer's Report: I. Endersby presented the audited accounts for the financial year, and 



spoke to these. The following motion was then put: That the statement 
of receipts and payments for the year ended 31 December 1993, together 
with the statement of assets at 31 December 1993 as listed and 
circulated to all members be received and adopted'. (EndcrsbyAValker) 
(passed). 

At 17 June 1994, the Society's finances arc as follows: General account 
$3703, Lc Soucf award account $2372, Junior encouragement fund 
$383, all credit balances. Membership is 112, plus five associates and 
12 subscribers. 

Committee reports: 

P. Carwardinc, in the absence of committee convenors, reported briefly 
on the ENTRECS and Conservation Committee. 

Editor's Report: 

D. Dobrosak thanked all contributors and helpers who had assured the 
success of the Victorian linlomologisl over the past year. A vote of 
thanks proposed by K. Walker was adopted by acclamation. 

Excursions: 

P. Carwardinc reminded members of the following excursions planned 
for the forthcoming season: 

1. Jell's Park - 24 September 

2. The Pines Reserve - 3 December 


Victorian Entomologist 24(4) August 1994 


77 


The President then handed the meeting to the retiring public officer, I Endersby, to conduct 
elections of office-bearers for 1994-1995. All positions were declared vacant, and nominations 
called for The following were elected unopposed: 


President: 

Vice-Presidents: 

Secretary: 

Treasurer: 

Editor: 

Public Officer: 
Excursions Secretary: 
Council member: 


P. Carwardine 
(vacant) 

T. New 
I. Endersby 
D. Dobrosak 
I. Endersby 
P. Carwardine 
D. Meehan 


Concern was expressed from the floor that insufficient nominations or volunteers to fill all 
positions were available, and the incoming Council is empowered to seek additional members 
(D. Mcehan/Carwardinc - carried). 


Expressions of interest for membership of Committees were then sought with little response: 
ENTRECS: D. Dobrosak; Conservation (none). Members arc to be asked to express their 
interest and ideas for supporting the Society's activities, and Council was requested to seek ways 
of doing this. 


The incoming President resumed the Chair, and thanked members and council for their help over 
the past year. Proposals for Membership were received on behalf of: W. Elder and 0. Ncwland. 

General Business: 


i) Society venue. With the sale of Clunics Ross House, the Society urgently needs a new 
venue for its meetings. Ideas from any member arc requested, and should be sent to I. 
Endersby as soon as possible. 

ii) K Walker expressed concern over the low attendance at recent meetings, and suggested 
that the time was opportune to re-assess the society's role, lire timing and content of 
meetings, and other factors which might augment its viability and appeal. Comments 
from all members will be welcomed. 


Eihibits and observations: 

i) P. Carwardine showed a living bull-ant (Myrmecia) which he has now maintained on a 
sugar-water diet for about two months. I Ic commented on the value of dilute ammonia in 
helping to reduce the immediate pain of ant (and other) stings). 

ii) E. Grey commented on the possibly ascasonal incidence of sawfly larvae on Eucalyptus 
camaldulensis in Melbourne. 


The meeting was closed at 9.50 p m. 
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING, 15 JULY 1994 


The meeting was opened by the President at 8.23 pm 


Present: 

P. Carwardinc, D. Dobrosak, R. Field, M. Hunting, S. Smith. 

Apologies: 

1. Endersby, T. New 

Minutes: 

Minutes of the March Council Meeting ( Vic. Ent. 24(3): 55-57) were 
passed. (Accepted R. Ficld/D. Dobrosak) 

Correspondence: 

Detailed and received (Hunting/Ficld) 

Treasurer's Report: 

Due to illness I. Endersby was not able to be present at the meeting. 

Editor's Report: 

D. Dobrosak announced that sufficient articles were in hand to complete 
the August issue. 

Excursions: 

Details of die Jell's Park excursion were discussed. P. Carwardinc will 
pass details to the editor for publication in die August issue of Vic. lint. 

Committee Report: 

M. Hunting tabled the ENTRECS convenor’s report. The convenor was 
not able to attend the Annual General Meeting due to illness. (Report 
accepted King/Dobrosak). 

General Business: 



i) Society venue. The Society will have its last meeting at Clunics Ross House on 
19 August. P. Carwardinc informed the meeting that various members had obtained 
details of various alternative venues. Council accepted what was clearly the best 
alternative to the soon to be closed Clunics Ross House, as negotiated by Dr. Allan 
Kcllchcar. This new venue will be Room AG27 at the La Trobc University Carlton 
Campus. This is the Lincoln Institute in Swanston Street, Melway reference 
Map 2B EIO. 

ii) ENTRECS. Discussion ensued regarding the status of the ENTRECS records. The 
records arc currently in the form of paper cards. It was recognised that die records must 
be transferred to a computer data base. Councillors will investigate options available 
M. Hunting agreed to continue on the Committee but not as convenor. One more member 
is required to complete this committee. 

iii) Committee membership. Council discussed the vacant positions on the ENTRECS and 
Conservation committees. Positions arc still available on these committees. Any members 
able to assist would be most welcome. 


flic Meeting was closed at 9.33 pm. 
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THE INSECT FAUNA INHABITING THE WOOD OF SOME ACACIA SPP. IN 
SOUTH-EASTERN AUSTRALIA. 


by G. A. Webb 1 

Forestry Commission of New South Wales, P.O. Box 100, Bcccroft, NSW, 2119 
Present Address: Rhonc-Poulcnc Rural Australia Pty Ltd, 3-5 Railway St, Baulkliam Hills, 

NSW, 2153 


Abstract 

The wood boring insects of four species of Acacia, A. dealhala, A melanoxylon, A. mucronata 
and A. lerminalis, and their predators, parasites and other associates, from south-eastern New 
South Wales arc listed. Data on emergence periods and larval longevity are given for some 
species of Ccrambycidac, Buprestidae, Curculionidac and Bclidac 

Introduction 

Wattles ( Acacia spp.) arc hosts to a wide range of wood boring insects. However, the literature 
consists mainly of scattered host records (e g. Hawkeswood and Peterson 1982, Hockey and de 
Baar 1988, Webb 1987, Webb et al. 1988, Williams 1985), and few detailed studies of the whole 
fauna associated with the timber of wattles. Several of the early entomologists in Australia 
(Froggatt 1902, Gallard 1916, Gurney 1911, lllidgc 1922) provided lists of species from the 
timber and foliage of various wattles with limited notes on the biology of some insect species 
New (1981), in reviewing the literature on arthropods associated with wattles, noted that 
Ccrambycidac and Buprestidae were the most commonly reported wood-borers. More recent 
work has served to confirm this observation (eg. Bashford 1991, Hockey and de Baar 1988, 
Webb 1987, 1990, 1993, Webb cl al 1988, Williams 1985). Bashford (1991), van den Berg 
(1980, 1982) and Webb (1990) provided data on targeted wattle species which has helped to 
provide an overall view of the insect faunas associated with these wattles Nevertheless, the life- 
histories of many of the insects which inhabit the wood and foliage of wattles arc relatively 
unknown. 

This study reports on wood boring insects and their parasitic, predatory and other associates, 
from four species of Acacia, A. dealhala (Link), A. mucronata, (Wildl. ex. II. Wcndl ), A 
melanoxylon (R.Br.) and A. lerminalis (Salisb.) from south-eastern New South Wales. Although 
the insect fauna of A. dealhala has recently been studied in detail (Bashford 1991, Webb 1990), 
data on the other three species is scant. 

Materials and Methods 

During 26-31 January, 1985, timber of four species of Acacia was collected from Coolangubra 
State Forest near Bombala on the southern tablelands of New South Wales (elevation 900-l000ni 
asl). 

1. A. dealhala - billets (ca. 10 cm. diameter) were taken from two dead standing (ca. 8 m. 
tall) trees in tall open cucalypt forest of Eucalyptus fasligata H. Dean and Maiden, 
Eucalyptus obliqua L’. Hcrit. and Eucalyptus viminalis Labill. 
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A. melanoxylon - billets (ca. 15 cm. diameter) were taken from the branches of a tall (ca. 
10 m. tall) tree in open cucalypt forest of Eucalyptus ovata Labill. and Eucalyptus 
paucijlora Sieber ex. Spreng. 

3. A. mucronata - ten whole dead standing A. mucrortata shrubs (ca. 2 m tall, 5 cm. 
diameter at base) were cut into billets (I-5cm in diameter). The overstorey vegetation 
was open forest of Eucalyptus sicberi L.A.S. Johnson and E. viminalis. 

4. A terminate - five whole dead standing A. tcrminalis shrubs (ca. up to 3 m. tall, 8cm 
diameter at base) were cut into billets (ca. 1-6 cm. diameter). The ovcrstorcy vegetation 
was open cucalypt forest of mostly E sieberi. 

For A. Jealbata, A. mucronata and A. tcrminalis, all timber was taken from dead, standing trees 
while, A. melanoxylon timber was collected from dead branches of a large, living tree. The time 
of death of each tree or branch was unknown, but given die extent of infestation and the 
emergence of insects soon after the collection of the timber, infestation most likely occurred 
during the previous spring/ summer period (1983-84). Timber was cut into ca. 50 cm. long 
billets and transported back to the laboratory in Sydney, where it was stored in a sheltered 
outdoor enclosure in cages constructed of I mm wire mesh, at ambient temperature and humidity. 
Emerged insects were collected at regular intervals, usually weekly during spring and summer 
and monthly for the remainder of the year. Timber was stored until December 1988. 

Results 

Wood-boring Fauna 

Four families of wood-boring Colcoptcra were recorded from Acacia spp. during the study 
(Table I) Of these, the Ccrambycidac were the most abundant (14 species). Also reared were 
five species of Buprestidae, three species of Curculionidac and two species of Bclidac. The 
largest number of taxa were reared from A mucronata (18 species), followed by A. Jealbata (14 
species), A melanoxylon (8 species) and A tcrminalis (5 species). The difference in number of 
species is not viewed as a reflection of the relative attractiveness and suitability of individual 
Acacia species because varying amounts of infested timber were available for study and the four 
Acacia spp. differed in their growth forms. 

Tire most abundant wood-boring taxa were, in order, Bethelium sipniferum (Newman), Ancita 
crocopaster (Boisd), Saccolaemus chadwicki (Janezyk), Mclohasis pupurasccns F., 
Notoceresium elonpatum McKcown, Stenoderus suluralis (Olivier) and I’entacosmia scoparia 
Newman. The wood-boring faunas inhabiting the timber of A. Jealbata and A. mucronata were 
similar. This may be related to the similarities in the growth forms (tall, narrow stems) of the 
two species. In contrast, the fauna of A. melanoxylon branches was characterised by fewer 
species and dominance by the largest species, A. crocopaster. A. crocopasler was not reared 
from A. dealbata timber. 

Emergence Periods 

Almost all emergences occurcd during spring and summer (Figures 1-3) and mostly during the 
months of September and October. The emergence period for N. elonpalum was dissimilar to all 
other species in that emergences only occurred in late summer (February - March). No 
emergences were recorded during the period April to July in any year 
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The emergence periods for the more abundant species varied in length from 2 to X months with 
core emergence periods (in which the majority of emergences occurred) varied from I month for 
Z. divisa and M ordinala to 5 months for P. scoparia. 

Larval Longevity 

Few species and individuals emerged during the first (truncated) emergence period in the cages. 
Only II signiferum, N. elongalum, I’, scoparia and I’hlyclaenodes pustulatus (Hope) were 
recorded during this period (Table I). 

Many species emerged over several years. Two species (/( signiferum and N. elongation) were 
recorded in all five emergence periods (Table 2). Two species (A. crocogaster and M. 
purpurascens) emerged during the last four periods. For these more numerous species it is likely 
that the multiple emergence periods were at least partly the result of re-infestation This is 
supported by observations of pairs of copulating B. signiferum and A crocogaster adults in the 
cages and what appeared to be oviposition by females into cracks in the bark and timber. 
Nevertheless, extended larval life in the timber, in excess of one year, cannot be excluded. For 
some of the less numerous species, emergence only in the last few years of the study presents 
clear evidence of extended larval life-spans. For instance, Pempsamacra carteri McKcown 
emerged only in the fifth emergence period suggesting that under the experimental conditions 
imposed, larval life-span was at least four years Similarly, three species of Melobasis (AT. sp 
nov. |Lcvcy|, M. nervosa Boisd. and M. naias Obenb.) and Rhinophlhalmus sp appeared to 
have larval life-spans of at least 3 years. Seven species (,V. suturalts, Zoedta divisa I’ascoc, 
Ceresium sp,, h.burophora octoguttata White, Phacodes /rersonatus Erich.. Melobasis 
obscurella Thom and Saccolaemus sp.) emerged in the third emergence period indicating a 
larval life-span of at least two years, Of the remaining species, first emergence was in the second 
emergence period. However, in some eases this varied according to the Acacia spp. involved. 
For instance, Mecynopus cothurnatus Erich, emerged from A mucronata and A melanoxylon in 
the second year but not from A dealhala until the fifth year. Similarly. N elongation emerged 
for a second time in the fifth emergence period, three years after any previous emergences. 

Other Fauna 

Three families of predatory beetles, Clcridac, Mclyridac and Trogossitidac were recorded from 
timber during the study. Few individuals were reared from tire timber Hymcnoptcran parisitoids 
of the families Braconidac (5 species) and Aulacidac (2 species) were also reared from the 
timber. A single tachinid fly was also reared from A. dealhala. None of these parasites or 
predators could be linked directly with any of the wood-boring Colcoptcra 

Other species of insects reared from the timber included beetles of the families Dermestidae and 
Tenebnonidae from A melanoxylon Psocoplcra were present on and beneath the bark of all 
four Acacia spp.. One species of Blattoidca as also collected from the beneath the bark of A. 
melanoxylon. 


Discussion 

The wood-boring fauna inhabiting the timber of Acacia spp. in Coolangubra State Forest is 
relatively diverse. For A. dealhala, the fauna compares favourably with previous studies 
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(Bashford 1991, van den Berg 1982, Webb 1990) and with the entire known fauna of A. 
dealbala (Table 2 and 3). The faunas of the other three species of Acacia arc less well known. 
Few species arc known from A. melanoxylon (Table 3) and, to my knowledge, none at all from 
A mucronata and A. terminahs. 

The seasonal emergence periods for the more common species were generally consistent with 
published data, where it exists. Most species emerged during the spring-summer period and 
particularly during late spring-early summer. This is consistent with the emergence periods 
recorded for wood-borers of A. dealbala from northern New South Wales (Webb 1990). 
Bashford (1991) recorded peak emergence activity in mid-summer. This later peak of emergence 
activity in Tasmania may be due to lower spring temperatures in that state. 

A number of species appear capable of surviving in timber for more than one year. While it is 
not possible to speculate on larval life-span under natural conditions in the forest, some species 
are capable of surviving as larvae and/or pupae for up to 4 years under enclosed conditions. 
Retained timber was sprayed with water occasionally, but not regularly. How this moisture 
regime compares with field conditions is difficult to say but it is likely that the timber 
experienced less extremes of both temperature and moisture. 

For some ccrambycid species, Bashford (1991) was able to correlate beetle size with billet 
diameter However, most species fed in a range of billet sizes. While no direct correlations were 
made in this study, there appeared to be little relationship between beetle size and billet diameter. 

A. crocogaster was reared in large numbers from the larger A melanoxylon billets but was 
absent from A. dealbala timber, even the larger billets. In contrast, a considerable number were 
reared from small diameter A. mucronata billets. Many of the smaller species were also reared 
from a range of billet diameters. 

Wood-borers of the families Ccrambycidac, Buprestidac, Curculionidac and Bclidac arc 
generally secondary agents of wood decay (New 1981, Bashford 1991, Webb 1990). Wattles 
can be predisposed to attack by these borers by a number of factors. In Tasmania (Bashford 
1991), A. dealbala is seriously weakened by defoliation by insects leading to die-back of the 
crown Smaller species of Ccrambycidac attack the upper twigs in the following spring/summcr 
period which further weakens the tree. Death may be aided by later massive attack of the stem 
by species of Ancila (Ccrambycidac) and Saccolaemus (Curculionidac). Death of the tree then 
allows attack by a wide range of wood-boring beetles. Similarly, other stress-inducing factors 
such as water and nutrient imbalances, root disease, damage caused by wind and lightning and 
herbicide damage may initiate the process of insect attack. 
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Table 1: Insects reared from the wood of some Acacia from south-eastern New South Wales. 
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Curculionidae 

Cossinae 

Peniamimus sp. 

Laemosaccinae 

Saccolaemia chadwidd (Janczyk) 
Saccolaemus sp. 

Belidae 

Belta bimaculatxa Kirby 

Belus nr. brunneus Guerin 

Cleridae 

Elealt nr vindus Guerin 
Neoscrobiger ephippius Boisduval 

Melyridae 

Balanophorus sp 

0 Carphurus sp. 

Trogossidae 

Leperina decorata Er. 

Tenebrionidae 

A fenephilus colydioides Erich. 
Obnomaia ruficomis 

Titraena columbina Er. 

Demestidae 

Trogoderma nr. apicipenne Reitt. 
Trogoderma nr mono 
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Table 2. Emergence periods for all wood-boring species. Data for the four Acacia spp. are 
combined. 


SPECIES 


84-85 85-86 86-87 87-88 88-89 


CERAMBYCIDAE 

Pelhelium signiferum (Newman) 
Noloceresium elongatum McKcown 
Pentacosmia scoparia Newman 
Phlyclaenodes pustulates (Hope) 
Ancila crocogailer (Boisduval) 
lllaena exilis Erichson 
Tcssaromma undalum Newman 
Macrones capita Pascoc 
Mecynopus colhurnalus Erichson 
PachydiSSUS sencus Newman 
Slenodems suturalis (Olivier) 
Zoedia divisa Pascoc 
Ceresium sp 

liburophora oclogultala White 
Phacodes personalia Erichson 
Rhinoplhalmus sp 
Pempsamacra carleri McKcown 

BUPRESTIDAE 

Melobasis purpurascens F. 
Melobasis obscurella Thomson 
Melobasis naias Obcnbcrgcr 
Melobasis sp. nov. |Lcvcy| 
Melobasis nervosa Boisd 


BELIDAE 

Ildus nr. brunneus Guerin 
Ildus bimaculalus Kirby 

CURCULIONIDAE 

Penlamimus sp. 

Saccolaemus chadwiclci (Janczyk) 
Saccolaemus sp. 
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Table 3 Wood-boring beetles recorded previously from Acacia dealbata and Acacia 
mclanoxylon 


Acacia dealbata 


Acacia mclanoxylon 


CerambYcidac 

Aseminae 

Arhopalus syriacus (Rcittcr) 

8 


Cerambycinae 

Ambeodontus pilosus (Pascoc) 

1 


Amphtrhoc decora Newman 

1 

9 

Aphneopc quadrimaculata Poll 

1 


Hcthelium signtfentm (Newman) 

1,7,8 

9 

Pburophora octoguttata White 

8 

2 

Macrones capito Pascoc 

8 


Mecynnpus caihurnatus Erichson 

1 


Notoceresium elongation McKcown 

8 


Noloccrcsium sp. 

1 


Pachydtssus sericus Newman 

6 

6 

Phacodcs nbscurus (Fabricius) 

8 


Phacodcs personatus Erichson 

1 


Phoracantha punctata (Donovan) 

6 


Piesarthrius marginellus 1 lope 


5,6 

Uhtnopthalmus nasutus (Schuck.) 

1, 8 

9 

Sophron momatum Newman 

7 


Slcnoderus suturalis (Olivier) 

1,8 


Syllitus grammicus (Newman) 

1,7,8 


Tessaromma undatum Newman 

7,8 


IJracanthiis aculus Blackburn 

3 


Zoedia divisa Pascoc 

1,8 


Lamiinae 

Ancita nr antennata (Pascoc) 

6 


Ancita australis (Boisduval) 

3 


Ancita nr. australis (Boisduval) 

6 


Ancita crocogaslcr (Boisduval 

1,3,8 

5 

Ancita marginicollis (Boisduval) 

1, 3, 6, 7, 8 

6,9 

lllacna exilis Erichson 

1,8 


lllaena inconspicua (Pascoc) 


7,9 

I’entacosmta scoparia Newman 

8 


Phaepate ?albula Pascoc 


9 

Platymopsis lateralis (Pascoc) 

7 


Probatodcs plumula (Newman) 

1,7 


Bostrvchidne 

Xylobosca bispinosa (Maclcay) 

1,8 


Xylobosca canina (Blackburn) 

1,8 
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Table 3 Wood-boring beetles recorded previously from Acacia dealbala and Acacia 
metanoxyton 


Buprestidae 

Cisseus sp. 

Cisseus nr. lalicollis ?? 

Melobasis nr intricata Blackburn 
Melobasis purpurascens Fabricius 

Curculionidae 


Acacia dealbala 


Acacia melanaxrlon 


8 

1,4 4 


Laemosaccinae 

Saccolaemus sp. indct. I, 8 

Scolytinae 

Phloeophlhorus acaciae Lea 8 

Otiorhynchinac 

Myllocerus nr. multimaculatus Pascoc 8 

tlylobiinae 

Orthorhinus cylindrirostris (Fabricius) 1, 8 

???? 

Pentamimus australis (Erichson) 1 

I'achyura cmerea (Blanchard) I 

Belidae 

Helus bidentatus ( Donovan) 1,8 

Ildus bimaculalus Pascoc 1 

Ildus nr. brunneus Guerin 8 

Lvctidae 

Trof’oxylan ypsiIon Lcsnc I 

Anthribidae 

Doticus palmaris Pascoc 6 

"Anlhnbus" bispmus Erichson 8 


References 1 Bashford (1991) 2. Best (1881) 3. Dixon (1908) 4. Hawkcswood (1992) 5. Hockey 
and dcBaar (1988) 6, van den Berg (1982) 7. Webb (1987) 8. Webb (1990) 9. Williams (1985) 
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Figure 1 Emergence periods (by month) for wood-boring beetles of Acacia 
spp from Bombala. Darker hatching represents the core emergence 
periods. 


Species 

Z. divisa 

M. ordinata 
M. nervosa 
S. chadwicki 
S. suluralis 

A. crocogaster 
B. signiferum 
B nr. brunneus 
M. purpurascens 
P. scopana 

N. elongalum 



Figure 2 Emergence periods for all cerambycids (combined) from 1985 to 
1988. 
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Figure 3 Emergence periods for all Melobasis spp. from 1985 to 1988. 
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EXCURSION TO JELL'S PARK 
PATE Saturday 24 September 1994 

MEETING PLACE car the Visitors Centre, enter Jell's Park via Wavcrlcy Road. 
MEETING TIME 10 AM 

Bring lunch 


Mclways reference Map 71 K7. 

ENQUIRIES Peter Carwardinc (03) 571 8958 
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A TRIP TO THE BAW BAW PLATEAU 


by David and Joyce Holmes 
33 Fig Street, Dromana Victona, 3936 

In February we decided to have a short break away, prior to packing up to move bouse So, on 
'lliursday February 17 we travelled to Rawson for a few days. Not having been to that area 
before we found the weather was too cool for collecting in the mountains, so the following day 
we decided to do a sightseeing trip to Walhalla. It was indeed an eye opener to see the old gold 
fields where in days gone by, many tons of gold had been won. We visited the museum, which 
displays many photographs and relic of the gold rush years. One wonders, with the limited 
availability ofland, where the 10,000 inhabitants all lived! Although it is now a historical ghost 
town, it is very interesting, and well worth at least a days visitation. 

By Saturday 19 the weather had warmed up, so we went to St. Owinear. Here we found the 
usual mountain butterflies - Oreixenica correae, Heleronympha xolandri, and a few Ncohwia 
hoharlenxis. 

On Monday 21 we travelled to Mt. Baw Baw, via Willow Grove. At Mt. Baw Baw we collected 
Neolucia malhewi,, N. hobartensis, Oreixenica correae, (). kershawi,, Zizina labradus We 
returned home to the caravan park via Noojee, Nccrim Sth, Shady Creek, Willow Grove to 
Rawson. It had been a long, tiring journey. 

This was not an extended trip, as our time was limited. To reach the summit of the mountains, 
at both Mt. Baw Baw and Mt. St Gwincar, would need a few extra hours of walking, which now 
I am not able to do However, it extends the range of my collecting and data to a few more areas 
of die mountain country. 

References 

Common, I. F. B. & Waterhouse, D. F. 1981. Butterflies of Australia. Revised Edition, Angus 
& Robertson, Sydney. 

Holmes D. & J. 1993. A trip to the old and the new mountain country. Vic. lint. 23 (4) 78-79. 
Holmes D. & J. 1990. A return to die North East Mountains. Vic. Ent. 20 (2) 53-55. 

Holmes D. 1988. Collecting in the North East Mountain Area. Vic. Ent. lb (3) 43-44. 

Holmes D. R. 1984. Collecting in the North East Mountains. Vic. Ent. 14 (4) 39-40. 


ERRATA 

I misidentificd the food plant listed for the Australian skipper, Telicola eurotas euchlora Lower, 
in the article "Biological notes and distribution records of butterflies from southern Queensland, 
New South Wales and South Australia" \Vic. Ent. 25 (3), p69|. The water bound sedge 
(Rhynchospora') is in fact Cladiumprocerum S.T. Blake. 

I thank Louisa Murray, National Herbarium of New South Wales, for the cirrcct identification 
of the sedge. 

Andrew Atkins, 9 Bathurst Street, Dudley NSW 2290. 
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RECENT ARTICLES OF INTEREST 


Compiled by Ian Faithfull 


Law, B.S. & Lean, M., 1992. An observation of Little Red Flying-foxes ( Pteropus 
scapulatus) feeding on lerps. Australian Mammalogy 15:143-145. Bats vigorously lick leaves 
of Eucalyptus intermedia to feed on lerps and honcydew of liucalyploluma sp. and aggressively 
fight over this food. Nymphs are probably also eaten. Faecal analysis failed to show any 
evidence of this feeding, so can be misleading. 

Boulton, A.J., 1992. "Rollers" and "carriers": field observations of carrion removal by 
trogid beetles (Omorgus strzeleckensis) in arid north-eastern South Australia. Transactions 
of the Royal Society of South Australia 116:133-136. These beetles carry irregularly shaped 
dingo faecal pellets on their backs or roll cylindrical pieces in front of themselves up dune 
slopes. 

Wallman, J.F., 1993. First South Australian record of the carrion-breeding blowfly 
Calliphora nigrithorax Malloch (Diptera: Calliphoridac) TRSSA 117:193. Range extension 
of 500 km, to Adelaide. 

Barker, S., 1993. Seventeen new species of Australian Buprestidac (Insecta: Coleoptera) 
and a host plant of Castiarina uptoni (Barker). TRSSA 117:15-26. 

16 spp Castiarina plus Themognatha gordonburnsi, host plant Dicraslylis georgei Munir. 

Barker, S., 1993. A new Australian species of Calodenta (Coleoptera: Buprestidae) 'TRSSA 
117:191-192. C.rubrimarginatum from Rex Ra., Qld. 

Wells, A. & Cartwright, D., 1993. Females and immatures of the Australian caddisfly 
Hyalopxyche disjuncta Neboiss (Trichoptera), and a new family placement TRSSA 117:97- 
104. Descriptions. Transfer to Dipcudopsidac. 

Austin, A.D , White, T.C.R., Maclzcr, D A. & Taylor, D.G., 1993 Biology of Eticllu hehrii 
Zeller (Lepidoptcra: Pyralidae): a pest of seed lucerne in South Australia TRSSA 117:67- 
76. 6 native and IX introd.legume host plants; 5 instars; 4 overlapping generations; peak moth 
numbers late Dec. and late Jan.; ten parasitoid spp., 2 pathogens, general predators; phenology 
in relation to luccmc crops. 

Thumlcrt, T A. & Austin, A.D., 1994. Biology of Phylacteophaga froggatti (llymenoptera: 
Pergidae) and its parasitoids in South Australia TRSSA 118:99-113. Leaf-blister Sawlly, an 
emerging pest of plantation and ornamental cucalypts. Most plants listed. Biology of, and 
illustrated key to, 17 spp hymcnoptcran parasitoids (Braconidac, Ichncumonidac, Chalcididae, 
Elasmidac, Eulophidae, Eupclmidae, Ptcromalidac). 

Nijhout, H.F , 1994 Developmental perspectives on butterfly mimicry, liioscicncc 44:148- 
Rcccnt insights into development of colour patterns have led to a simpler, more complete view 
of butterfly genetics." Changes which result in mimicry can be better explained as expansions 
and contractions in dark coloured areas rather tlian light areas. 
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Stcbnicka, ZT. & llowdcn, H I' . 1994. A revision of the Australian genus Podotenus 
A.Schmidt (Colcnptcra: Scarabacoidea: Aphodiini) Invertebrate Taxonomy X: 17-62. Part 
of a welcome revision of Australian Aphodiinae 30 spp (21 new) described or rcdcscribcd 

Wasps close to plague levels, says scientist. The Age 8 Apr.1994 p.6. Dr Phillip Spradbcry 
urges the federal government to establish a national strategy to fight Vesptda gcrmanica. 

Dunn, K.L., Glimpse captured of an insect close to extinction Chronicle Country 
(Toowoomba Newspapers Pty.Ltd.), April 1994, p.2; Tiny rare butterfly. Chinchilla News 
(Qld ) 10 Mar.1994 p. 15; Rare butterflies need ants, 'llit Courier Mail (Brisbane) 21 Apr 
1994, p.3; Uni to save rare butterfly, Southern Star (Sunnybank, Q ) 27 Apr 1994, p. 13; 
Future uncertain for endangered species, Griffith Gazelle (Griffith University) 9(4): I, 10 
May, Stork, M., Kclvyn is in search of the rare Darling Downs Jewel, Journal (Dandcnong) 
133(45):2 13 June Illegal firewood collecting and roadworks have destroyed part of the only 
known area, 320 m of roadside near Lcybum in the Darling Downs, where Australia’s rarest 
butterfly, llypochrysops piceala, lives. Discovered in 1967, 12 butterflies were recorded at the 
last count (Courier Mail) It requires senescent, insect damaged bulloaks, Allocasuarlna 
luehmonnii, as larval food, to shelter larvae and the attendant ant (Ammychomyrma inttnerans 
spp.group) and for pupation sites. There arc two broods per year and butterflies live about 10 
days. Fires or severe drought could push the species to extinction. Details of biology and 
photos. Chinchilla Field Naturalists Club assisting in searches for other colonics. Study financed 
by Qld.Dcpt.of Environment and Heritage and conducted by Griffith Uni. Faculty of 
Environmental Sciences. (Cr.K.L.Dunn) 

Help save the birdwing butterfly. The Helix 32: 37, Oct.-Nov. 1993. Plan to halt fatal 
attraction. The Courier Mail (Brisbane) 21 April 1994 p.3. Less than 1% of the original 
subtropical rainforest habitat of Ornithoptera richmondia remains. Don Sands of CS1RO is 
asking schools to establish its foodplants and study variation in leaf toughness in different 
environments. 45 schools from Maryborough to Graflon were each due to receive 12 vines in 
April. He also wants any sighting records of the butterfly and distribution data for its native 
foodplants and of the introduced Dutchman's Pipe vine, which should be pulled out. Write to 
Sue Scott, CSIROSEC, Private Bag 3, Indooroopilly, 4068. (Cr.K.L.Dunn) 

New, T.R (Ed.) 1993. Conservation Biology of Lycaenidae (Butterflies) Occasional Papers 
of the IUCN Species Sun’tval Commission Mr.fi. 173 pp. Introduction to biology and 
conservation (21 pp. T.Ncw), regional assessments for Europe, Japan, North America, 
Neotropics and South Africa, plus Australia (7 pp. T.Ncw), detailed accounts by specialists of 
about 70 taxa (1-3 pp. each). Australia: Hypochrysops spp. (D.P.A.Sands), Acrodipsas Midget 
(P.R Samson), Paralucia pyrodiscus lucida (New), Parlucia sptnifera (E M.Dexter & 
R,L Kitching), Pscudalmenus clilorinda (G.B.Princc). Includes Riodininae and Styginac 
(Cr.T.R.Ncw). 


Material for inclusion in future issues is welcome and may be sent to the compiler at 126 
Nicholson St., Abbotsford, Vic., 3067. 
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ON THE GRAPEVINE 


The Lcpidoptcra unit at the AN1C, CSIRO Canberra, has commenced the preparation of a 
fully revised handbook on the Australian butterflies. Michael Braby assisted by Ted Edwards 
and Ebbe Nielsen will be writing the text for the new book. The photography for the colour 
plates will be by Mr Edcric Slater. The book is scheduled for publication in late 1996 and will 
replace the 1981 edition of I.F.B. Common & D.F. Waterhouse’s Hutlerflies of Australia. 

It would be an opportune time for members and readers to collate any new information that 
they may have which would advance the knowledge of the Australian fauna and could be 
included in the new book. 


The 'Darling Downs Jewel butterfly' (Hypochrysops picealus ) lias received increased publicity 
in south-eastern Queensland over the last six months. A number of regional newspapers have 
now run segments on the degradation to the butterfly's habitat through road widening and 
related activities. The alarming situation also gained publicity in the Queensland Courier Mail 
along with the CSIRO's Richmond birdwing butterfly rehabilitation project Brisbane radio 
station 4BC's talkback commentator Greg Carrie briefly interviewed Kclvyn Dunn on April 
22nd regarding its endangerment. Kclvyn commented that to neglect this situation could result 
in the loss of this animal, a whole species, from the globe, Greg queried whether the butterfly 
was to 'some degree' aware of its perilous situation? Indeed, we hope not - lest it die of fright! 

Kclvyn Dunn and Roger Kitching have now submitted a report. Distribution, status and 
management of the picealus jewel butterfly on the Darling Downs, Queensland, to the 
Conservation Strategy of the Queensland Department of Environment and Heritage. 


FINAL CALL FOR 1994 NOMINATIONS: 
J.C. 'ZOO' LE SOUEF MEMORIAL AWARD 


Nominations for the 1994 award arc now invited. Details of background, nomination, etc. were 
published in the December 1992 issue of the Victorian Entomologist Nominiations must 
reach the Council at the following address by 30 September 1994: 


Entomological Society of Victoria 
el- 66 Wiltonvale Avenue 
Hoppers Crossing, Vic. 3029 
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OFFICE BEARERS 


PRESIDENT: 
VICE-PRESIDENT: 
HON SECRETARY: 

HON TREASURER: 

HON EDITOR: 

EXCURSIONS SEC: 
PUBLIC OFFICER: 

PAST PRESIDENT: 


Peter Carwardine, 2a Victoria Road, Malvern 3144.ph.S71 X958 (AH) 

Vacant 

Tim New, Zoology Dept LaTrobc University, Bundoora, 30X3 
ph. 479 2247 (Bll) 

Ian Endersby, 56 Looker Road, Montmorency 3094. 
ph. 652 6755 (BH), 435 47X1 (AH) 

Daniel. Dobrosak, 66 Wiltonvalc Avenue, Hopppers Crossing 3029 
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Peter Carwardine, 2a Victoria Road, Malvern 3144.ph.571X958 (AH) 
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COUNCILLORS: Mark Hunting, Stephen Smith 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE VICTORIAN ENTOMOLOGIST 

The Society welcomes contributions of articles, papers or notes pertaining to any aspect of 
entomology for publication in tins Bulletin Contributions arc not restricted to members but arc 
invited from all who have an interest. Material submitted should be responsible and original. 
Statements and opinions expressed arc the responsibility of the respective authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the policies of the Society. 

Contributions may be typed on A4 paper or preferably sent to the lion editor on an IBM 
formatted disk in Microsoft Word for Windows, WordPerfect or text with an enclosed hard 
copy . 

The deadline for each issue is the final Friday of each odd month. 


ADVERTISING 

The charge for advertising is $5.00 per half page. 


The Victorian Entomologist is printed at KODAK IMAGING SERVICES, 3/166 Wellington 
Parade, East Melbourne, Victoria. 
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